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A note from Principal Ben Dallman… 
PRIDE, Respect, and Responsibility 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Happy Spring Roosevelt Families and Friends!  
 

April marks the beginning of spring activities, more daylight, and hopefully…warmer weather! I hope you 
and your family were able to enjoy some quality time together during spring break. I also hope spring is 
here to stay!  
  
With only a few months remaining in the school year, we still have a great deal of important work to 
accomplish. Time will fly by quickly, especially for our outgoing fifth graders. Thank you for the 
continuous daily support you provide your child during these busy weeks up ahead.  
  
Announcements for April:  

• Thank you for supporting our PTA’s first-annual Read-a-thon in March! As a school, our 
students completed 41,516 minutes of reading and raised $5200 in less than two 
weeks! This funding will go towards playground updates, beginning with the purchase of 
a new gaga ball pit as soon as installation can begin. Roosevelt Elementary was also the 
recipient of a $1000 grant through the Eau Claire Public Schools Foundation to go 
towards the same cause with the remaining dollars set aside for future playground 
updates.  

  

• Thank you to our families who joined us for award-winning author Kao Kalia Yang’s 
evening presentation for families on April 8. This has been part of our ECASD spring 
author series titled: Equity and Identity Building through Literature. Please mark your 
calendars for Thursday, May 20 when author Duncan Tonatiuh will be joining families 
virtually from 7-8pm. This will be followed by virtual presentations for our students on 
May 21.  

  

• Looking for a way to get more involved? With two of our four PTA officers moving on to 
other schools next year, we are actively seeking interested parents/guardians for the 
positions of PTA President, Vice-President, and Treasurer. Not interested an 
officer position? We have a number of family members who get involved by offering to 
coordinate our Clubs Choice Fundraiser, Box Tops, Scholastic Book Fair, Holiday Craft 
Fair, and End-of-Year Carnival. We are also seeking a second Family Advisory 
Council Representative for Roosevelt Elementary, a Fundraiser Chairperson, Student 
Mentors, and a Crossing Guard (volunteer or paid position). If interested in learning 
more about any of these opportunities, please contact our Partnership Coordinator 
Tammy Rud at trud@ecasd.us or by calling (715) 852-4707.  

 

• April 12-16 is Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week in Wisconsin with 

a statewide tornado drill on April 15 at 1:45pm. As a school, we will be discussing 

and practicing our plans on what to do during a tornado warning. For more information, 

you may visit the Wisconsin Emergency Management.   

 

http://www.ecasd.us/District/About/Family-Advisory-Council
http://www.ecasd.us/District/About/Family-Advisory-Council
mailto:trud@ecasd.us
https://dma.wi.gov/DMA/wemnews/2021wemnews/ready210405


  

 
• Throughout the month of April, our students will be focused on strengthening 

their perseverance and grit as our new focus skill of the month.  Perseverance and 
grit is especially important as we enter the final portion of our 
schoolyear. Students who continually do their best, even when things are difficult and sometimes 
frustrating may be recognized as one of our “Gritsters of the Week.” If your child receives 
this recognition, please ask them what challenges they are working to overcome at school. We will 
do our best to be as clear as possible when acknowledging positive behavior so that children can 
make the connection between the effort they give and the recognition they receive.  
 

• Our 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders will be taking the Forward Exam (WI State Assessment) April 19-
27. Although this is only one measuring tool used to gauge student learning, the results garner a 
great deal of publicity compared to other assessments used to measure your child’s 
learning. Please make sure your child gets plenty of sleep, nutrition, and physical activity leading 
up to this two-week event. Also, please schedule your family’s upcoming appointments around 
your child’s testing times as much as possible. All students (grades 3-5) are required to complete 
the Forward Exam in-person unless their parent/guardian submits a written request for their 
child to opt out of testing. Below is our schedule for each grade-level and cohort. 

 
o Students who are learning virtually (cohort C):  

▪ Third Grade (cohort C):  April 28, Locust Lane Elementary School  
▪ Fourth Grade (cohort C):  April 14 and April 17, Putnam Heights Elementary 
School  
▪ Fifth Grade (cohort C):  March 24, Northwoods Elementary School  
 

o Students are attending in-person learning (cohort D):  
▪ Third Grade (cohort D):  April 19, 20, 22, and 23  
▪ Fourth Grade (cohort D):  April 19, 20, 22, 23, 26, and 27  
▪ Fifth Grade (cohort D):  April 19, 20, 22, and 23  
 

Wishing you great grit, perpetual perseverance, and warm weather this April.  Have a happy Spring!  

 
Sincerely,  
 

 
   
Principal 
Roosevelt Elementary School & Eau Claire Virtual School 
(715) 852-4710  
Bdallman@ecasd.us  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Collectivly commited to educate our Roosevelt community in a safe, nurturing, and responsive environment.”    

mailto:Bdallman@ecasd.us


  

From the University of Wisconsin-Extension:  

 
Parenting and Family Relationships:  Trustworthy resources to improve the quality of family life  
  
Small Steps, Big Goals      español: Pequeños pasos, grandes metas  

Teach children how to think rather than what to think by asking questions and offering choices.  
  
Small Steps, Big Goals  
How did Barack Obama become president? Why is Serena Williams such a good tennis player? We often look at the end 
of the story – the A+ or the star athlete – and think that success came without effort. Instead, success often takes great 
effort and planning. Parents and teachers build children’s goal setting and problem-solving skills by talking about the 
little steps needed to reach large goals. Here’s how to do it.  
  
What we know:  
You can help your child move from “what do I want to be?” to “how can I be that?” by helping them identify simple 
steps that can lead to their long-term goal. Even young children are capable of thinking about the steps to solving a 
problem. As early as age 4, children can offer many solutions to a problem. And, by age 8, children can think of the steps 
needed to reach a goal and the problems they might have along the way.  
Parents can teach children how to think rather than what to think by asking questions and offering choices. For very 
young children the questions are simple: “Would you like the door open or closed?” “Would you like one book or two 
books?” By elementary school, the questions can be more complicated: “What could you do differently?” “How did that 
make you feel?” “What can you try next?”  
  
Try this:  
Help your child set and achieve big personal goals by reading picture books that show how lots of little steps are needed 
to reach a goal. (The We Are Teachers website has a list of 12 books about reaching goals to check out from your 
library.) While you are reading, ask questions about how the character become successful like: “Was she always good at 
playing the violin?” “How did he become a better runner?” “What happened when she made a mistake?”  
  
For fun:  
Watch Dr. Becky Bailey’s TedX Talk “Wiring the Brain for Success” for an entertaining look at the brain science behind 
how our mental state prepares us to reach goals.  Print this as a 1-page handout (Small Steps, Big Goals, PDF).  
 

https://parenting.uwex.edu/raising-caring-kids/small-steps-big-goals/
https://parenting.extension.wisc.edu/raising-caring-kids/pequenos-pasos-grandes-metas/%22%20/t%20%22_blank
https://www.weareteachers.com/perfect-read-alouds-for-teaching-growth-mindset/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cjVJV7G8x3s
https://parenting.extension.wisc.edu/files/2018/08/Small-Steps-Big-Goals.pdf


  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

        Don’t Forget About Summer School! 
 

The summer school discovery program registration deadline is April 18, 2021.   
To register, please visit www.ecasd.us/summer 

 

Important Safety Reminder! 
 

As winter melts away and the grass turns green, the 
number of Roosevelt students who bike and walk to 
school increases. Please take a few extra precautions 
to help keep all of our students safe during drop off 
and pick up times.  
 

• Remember that only bus students will be leaving 
through the front door. Please plan on picking 
your children up on the playground. All cars can 
park on Folsom St. or Truax Blvd. Please do not 
park in our bus lane on 8th Street. Thank you!  
 

• Keep an eye out for the Crossing Guards and 
Safety Patrol members. Please always follow their 
directions. 
 

• Be alert and aware of walkers, bike riders, buses 
and other cars.  

 

Thank you for helping to keep our school 
environment a safe one! 

 

  

Wisconsin Public School Open Enrollment Ends on April 30th! 
 
 

Wisconsin residents in grades 4K -12 may apply to attend school in a school district other than the one in which they 
live. For example: a child that lives in the Altoona School District could apply to attend the Eau Claire Area School District 
(ECASD). Students in pre-kindergarten may participate in limited circumstances; parents should call (715) 852-3003 to 
find out if their preschool-aged child(ren) qualify.  

 
Students who are currently attending the ECASD through open enrollment DO NOT need to reapply. 

 
The open enrollment application for the 2021-22 school year is February 1 – April 30, 2021. The Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction no longer provides paper application forms to the school districts. An online application will be 
available to the public beginning, February 1, and closing at 4:00pm on April 30, 2021. For more information about open 
enrollment, please go to:  http://dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment 
 
Have you moved outside of the Eau Claire School District this year? If so, you need to complete a Tuition Waiver form. 
Contact (715) 832-3003 for more information.  

 

Attendance Counts! 

 

Good attendance counts from 
the first day of school to the 

last! You can help at home by 
encouraging your students and 
helping them to understand the 

importance of regularly 
attending school. Studies show 

that students with regular 
attendance perform better 
academically and feel more 

comfortable socially at school. 
Help us finish the school year 
strong with great attendance 

for all our Tigers! 

  

 

www.ecasd.us/summer
http://dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment

