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WHAT TO EXPECT
Good communication between families and teachers has a huge
impact on student success. Conferences is an opportunity to meet
with your child’s teacher and build that line of communication.
For new students, the beginning of the year is focused on getting to
know each other, and building that relationship. 
Assessments and Goal setting: Star testing takes place during
September and helps teachers understand where each student is
in different areas. This helps us build informed and attainable goals. 

TEACHERTEACHER
CONFERENCESCONFERENCES

FALLING INTO AUTUMNFALLING INTO AUTUMN

AT A GLANCEAT A GLANCE

September 28, 2023

Stay up to date with all the school
happenings by following us on Facebook,
joining the CVMCS Parent Group
Facebook, and checking our school
calendar. 

Talk with your child: How are they feeling about classroom life and
what are their goals for the school year? 
Make your appointment: If you haven’t booked your conference
yet, please do so as soon as possible. Be sure to reach out to your
child(ren)’s teacher with any questions about scheduling your
conference. 

PPPineconeineconeinecone
Spider webSpider webSpider web
Leaf with 2 colorsLeaf with 2 colorsLeaf with 2 colors
AcornAcornAcorn
Flower that doesn't smell goodFlower that doesn't smell goodFlower that doesn't smell good
Flying insectFlying insectFlying insect
Flock of birdsFlock of birdsFlock of birds
PuddlePuddlePuddle
PumpkinPumpkinPumpkin
MushroomMushroomMushroom

Celebrate the changing of theCelebrate the changing of theCelebrate the changing of the
seasons with a Fall seasons with a Fall seasons with a Fall NeighborhoodNeighborhoodNeighborhood
Scavenger Hunt (click here for pdf):Scavenger Hunt (click here for pdf):Scavenger Hunt (click here for pdf):

9/30 Fall Fun Day & Mum Pickup
10/03 Governance Board Meeting

6pm in the School Library
10/04 Stay&Play

10/05 Volunteer Open House
10/10 Dairy Queen Night
10/11 Stay&Play
10/12 Fall Conferences
10/13 No School

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057778174966
https://www.facebook.com/groups/175449549224277/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/month?cid=ZWNhc2QuazEyLndpLnVzX291cDJwNjVycGd0ZGl0b3E1c3JkMXBvMGVvQGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HPDgwgVvsXICaYlLX2fAlq8Q8i126quO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HPDgwgVvsXICaYlLX2fAlq8Q8i126quO/view?usp=sharing
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EC Fire Department showed us all how
to be safe in case of a fire

Picture Day was a success!

New library seating and counter

Children’s House is
learning the ropes of
being school
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WHAT IS THE GOVERNANCE BOARD AND WHY DOES OUR SCHOOL HAVE ONE?
The Governance Board is a governing body made up of parents/guardians, community members, and
teachers that is responsible for overseeing the operation of the Chippewa Valley Montessori Charter
School. We work closely with the Eau Claire Area School District and the CVMCS principal to
advance strategic goals related to creating a more diverse and equitable learning environment,
strengthening our Montessori roots, and building a community of stakeholders (parents, students,
teachers, staff, and the Chippewa Valley as a whole) interested in supporting this type of alternative
education model. Unlike traditional schools, the role of the Governance Board is written into our
contract and bylaws because we are a charter school. 

WHEN DOES THE GOVERNANCE BOARD MEET?
The Governance Board meets every first Tuesday of the month from 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in the
CVMCS library. Virtual attendance is also an option. 

HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED?
New Governance Board members are elected/appointed in May. We also have committees that work
on EDI initiatives, staying true to the Montessori philosophy, and communications. You do not need to
be an official Governance Board member to join these committees and they offer a great way to get
involved without committing to a three-year member position. If you have an interest in learning more
about these opportunities to get involved, please reach out to cvmcsgovernanceboard@gmail.com.

CVMCS SCHOOL
FACT SHEET

GOVERNANCE BOARDGOVERNANCE BOARD

2023-2024 Governance Board Members 
Sara Meeks, President, Parent Representative

Josh Christianson, Vice President, Community Representative
Nick Foiles, Secretary, Parent Representative

Jillian Gottsacker, Treasure, Parent Representative
Becky Johnson, Community Representative

Mindy Braun, Community Representative
Frank Fucile, Community Representative
Melissa Kleven, Teacher Representative

Amanda Palser, Community Representative
Nichole Smith, Teacher Representative

Jef Whitfield, Community Representative
Rebekah Moua, Teacher Representative

Pam Hermodson, Principal

mailto:cvmcsgovernanceboard@gmail.com
https://www.ecasd.us/ECASD/media/CV-Montessori-Charter-School/CVMCS-Fact-Sheet-2022_FINAL.pdf
mailto:cvmcsgovernanceboard@gmail.com
mailto:cvmcsgovernanceboard@gmail.com
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Children’s House is working on rhymes, routines, and finding and checking out books. Ask your
CH student about the “Apple Tree Chant”! 
E1 students have been learning about Hispanic Heritage Month.  Ask your E1 student about
what gum is made from! 
E2 has started their work on Online Safety. Ask your E2 student about “If You Give a Mouse an
iPhone” and discuss your own family’s screen time expectations. 

Hello! 

I am Ms. Carling, your Montessori Librarian. I also am the librarian at the Eau Claire Virtual School
and am a Montessori parent to Rosalie in E2 and Clara in E1. During these first weeks, we have
been working on getting to know each other, re-learning library routines, and finding great books and
resources.

 
Here are the book checkouts by age: 
Children’s House: 2 books 
E1: 4 books 
E2: 5 books 

Students have the freedom to check out books from sections that they have been shown, however,
there is flexibility.  While not every book is for every child, my hope is that every Montessori child can
find a story in our library.  Please contact me if you have any questions! 715-852-6969,
cmclaughlin@ecasd.us

A LETTERA LETTER
FROM THEFROM THE
LIBRARYLIBRARY
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THE GARDENTHE GARDEN
Come Visit us for Fall Family DayCome Visit us for Fall Family Day
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THE MONTESSORITHE MONTESSORI
WAYWAY

THE WHOLE CHILDTHE WHOLE CHILD
Montessori values the human spirit and development of the whole
child - physically, socially, emotionally, and cognitively. The
Montessori Method of teaching aims for the fullest possible
development of the whole child, ultimately preparing the child for
life’s many rich experiences. 

If you are interested in helping with the
2024 garden season, please reach out to
vwinter@ecasd.us  

We’re coming to the end of the 2023
garden season. Our growing space is full
of wonderful fruits, vegetables, and
flowers planted by students. 

We will celebrate the end of the
growing season at Fall Family Day on
Saturday 9/30 .

Want to learn more? Our school library has resources for you!

FOUNDATIONSFOUNDATIONS
Concrete to Abstract Thinking
Deep Concentration
Four Planes of Development
Absorbent Mind
Sensitive Periods

Independence
Love of Learning
Self-Construction
Self-Regulation
Universal Respect

https://www.facebook.com/groups/175449549224277/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/175449549224277/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/175449549224277/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/175449549224277/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/175449549224277/
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Click here forClick here for
OctoberOctober

Breakfast &Breakfast &
Lunch menuLunch menu

CHECK OUT THE EC
PUBLIC LIBRARY’S

CALENDAR OF
PROGRAMS AND

EVENTS.

Please remember to coordinate plans with your
student(s), and let teachers know, beforehand
so there's no confusion about whether they're
staying for the events. Reach out to the Parent

Group with any questions:
cvmcsparentgroup@gmail.com

 
**As a reminder, these Stay & Play events are
not school-sponsored. Kids will be playing at

their own risk. Because of this, grown-ups must
stay with their child for the entirety of the

events. Dropping off is not allowed. **

Stay & PlayStay & Play
WednesdaysWednesdays

10/0410/04
10/1110/11

https://www.eauclairewi.gov/government/our-divisions/health-department/there-s-more/alliance-for-substance-abuse-prevention
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFvdkUiC5A/pQgsYROkxKHVXc273SsEcA/view?utm_content=DAFvdkUiC5A&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://lephillips.librarycalendar.com/events/month?age_groups%5B238%5D=238&age_groups%5B239%5D=239&age_groups%5B217%5D=217&age_groups%5B56%5D=56
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQwXccmH3_Q58jlh3AYyVDqf4g3tsJKqNszivpg0aWtgVCMQ/viewform

