
SCIENCE FAIR PROJECT GUIDELINES  
  
Objective: Use the scientific method to explore a problem of your choice.  
  
Be sure to have the following parts included on your project display:  

• Creative Title  

• A display that includes  

o A Statement of your problem  

o The parts of the Scientific Method (PHEOC) clearly labeled where applicable 

o Illustrations (drawings, photographs, graphs, data, etc)  

• A Model or example of what you tried (whether it worked or not)  

• A short Research Report on your topic or a closely related topic with bibliography  

• A Thank You List including everyone who helped you complete your project  
  

Remember that in science problems are not always solved. Show us what you 
tried and what you learned. This project does not have to be huge or 
complicated—just do the best you can in the time you have. 
 
 
 

THE SCIENTIFIC METHOD 
A STUDENT RECORD SHEET FOR AN EXPERIMENT OR SCIENCE PROJECT  
 

1. What do you want to find out? (purpose) 

 

2. What do you think will happen? (hypothesis) 

 

3. What do you need? (materials) 

 

4. What will you do? (procedure) 

 

5. What Happened? (result) 

 

6. What did you learn? (conclusion) 
 



Designing Your Backboard  

 

Visual Requirements Work to make your backboard creative, 
dramatic, and showing your own effort, craftsmanship and skills!  
Include:  
  
A Creative Title  

Use your Language Arts skills here to find just the right title for your project. Draw 
or cut out letters that clearly show your project title and arrange them on the side or 
at the top of your backboard.  

  
Pictures  

Photographs that you have taken during your project work are good additions to the 
display. If you generate some from the internet to support your work, be sure to 
give credit to the site from which they are taken. Drawings or plans can also be 
displayed on your backboard if you wish  
.   

Color and Texture  
Use dark colors to back and border lighter colored charts and graphs. It might add 
to your project if you find some materials related to your project to use on your 
backboard.  
  

Font Size  
Use 16 point or higher in a very legible font.  Your font choice is not the place to 
show your creativity.  
  

Thank You  
In the lower right hand corner of your backboard, be sure to include a list that 
thanks those who helped you with your project.  

? 

  



Scientific Content  Be sure everything you include 
shows your understanding of the topic! 

  
Audience Participation  

Some projects lend themselves easily to inviting science fair participants and 
viewers to join in your project. Ideas include sample questions, a short game they 
can play or a “make and take” bookmark.   

Data Summary  
Use graphs to summarize your project data. Be sure to have your raw data in a 
folder on the table in case someone wants to see exactly what you did, and your 
project journal on the table in front of your backboard.  

Project Summary or Abstract  
Write up an abstract or project summary of your work. This should be a paragraph 
or two that can be read to understand your PHEOC.  

Models  
If you have made a model for your project, it should be placed on the table in front 
of your backboard. Every part should be clearly labeled.  

Research  
Since you learned more about this project than virtually anyone else in the 
school—YOU are the expert. Share what you learned in a short report. 
Remember that your work is what is 
important—not just copies of an article or 
a recording of something you found.  

Remember:  In Science, 
Not All problems are 
solved!  Show us what 
you tried and what 
you learned.  The 
project does not have 
to be huge or 
complicated—just do 
the best you can in the 
time you have!  

 


