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Principal's Message  

 

1 - Kim Koller, Principal  

Rethinking Arrival and Dismissal 

The weather has turned, flowers are blooming, and everyone in the community seems to be eager to 

enjoy the outdoors.  As the weather turns to toward spring, it’s the perfect time to rethink arrival and 

dismissal routines for your students.   



If you’ve recently picked up your student at the end of the day, you’ve seen first hand the volume of 

cars and the congestion.  Through a recent Safe Routes to School survey, we explored why that might be.  

We learned: 

• Although 164 students live within walking distance, only 40%, or approximately 65 students, 

walk or bike to and from school. 

• 41% of our families, or approximately 176 student, are picked up by their parents each day.   

• Only 2% of our families, or approximately 8-9 students, carpool with another family. 

These facts translate into nearly 120 cars dropping off and picking up students each day, which certainly 

explains the congestion! 

With warmer weather upon us, I urge you to reconsider your arrival and dismissal routine.  If you live 

within walking distance, perhaps you could walk with your child or buddy up with another family to form 

a group of students walking together.  If your child is eligible for a bus ride, let your student enjoy the 

ride home with friends.  If you must drive, find another family to share the burden.  Rather than waiting 

in line in the car, it will give you more time at home to enjoy the outdoors yourself. 

Establishing new routines can be difficult, but with the warm weather here, your family may enjoy the 

extra time outside! 

 

Kim Koller - Principal 

Celebrating our Partnerships  

We recently had 2 volunteers from Security Financial come read the story A Chair for my Mother to 

students and talk about Teach Children to Save Day.  Thank you for sharing with us.   

Many of our classrooms delivered May Day baskets to our neighbors and businesses as a way to help 

build and strengthen our community.     

 



 

Counselor's Corner  

 

2 - Drew Brandenburg, School Counselor  

So, does this PBIS thing really work? 

The numbers don’t lie!  Behaviors that disrupt the school environment are trending downward and 

hours lost due to behavior has dropped right along with it.  On average, for every 100 office referrals 

there is a loss of time at school.  That break down looks like this:  For every 100 office referrals 75 hours 

of instruction is lost for students, 25 hours of time is lost for teachers and 50 hours are lost for office 

staff.  Using that formula, in 2014/15, Putnam lost over 1500 hours!  So far in 2017/18, that number has 

dropped to 505 hours lost.  PBIS at Putnam has reduced hours lost by 66% in 4 years.  It takes a lot of 

work from staff and students, but that effort is paying big dividends.  So I guess that answers that 

question.  To learn more about PBIS, check out the Wisconsin PBIS Network1 or contact a member of the 

Putnam PBIS team.         

Drew Brandenburg – School Counselor .  

                                                           
1https://www.wisconsinpbisnetwork.org/parents-and-family.html 

https://www.wisconsinpbisnetwork.org/parents-and-family.html


 

 

Messages from PTO  

I’ve started and stopped this message many times – not sure how to put into words my thoughts and 

emotions regarding the Spring Carnival and Fun Run and also that this is the last PTO update I’ll give as 

the President this year. I’ll start with the fun and end with the sappy.  

Most of the year, all I knew about the Spring Carnival is that I couldn’t find anyone willing to chair the 

committee to organize it. Over the last month, I learned why. The amount of work that goes into 

planning it is immense and can be stressful. Having said that, I left last Friday evening after the event 

exhausted and yet totally energized. That event is amazing!! Not only does it raise A LOT of money to 

support our school, but it is incredibly fun. The fact that our school has an event like that to build 

community is remarkable. For those of you who came and supported – thank you! I hope you’ll enjoy 

the many pictures from the event. If you weren’t able to make it this year, mark your calendars early 

next year for this wonderful event! It is a proud day to be a Panther!!  

I want to make sure that I call out a few special people who helped make this event not just happen, but 

shine. Kristen Berger, Meredith Hollars, and Kirsten Jolivette, there is no one else I’d rather have 

meeting at 6 pm the night before to pull off a brand new fun run event. You all stepped up in ways I 

didn’t even know we needed. Thank you. Heather Felty thank you for your willingness to step up and 

step in, even when you don’t have to anymore. It does not go unnoticed. To all the committee chairs 

who take on certain parts of this event (Chris Leland, Linda Gay, Courtney Paul, Stacey and Dan Wilson) 

thank you so much-you made so much of it seem effortless because of your hard work and “can do” 

attitude. And, to all those who volunteered their time and energy, thank you for making this event 

happen this year. It was so worth it!!  



One last note about the carnival, we do still have some of the Fun Run t-shirts available for purchase. If 

you are interested, please let myself or another officer know!  

Thank you to our volunteers who help honor our teachers  during Teacher Appreciation Week. I can 

think of no more important task of a Parent/Teacher Organization than honoring those who teach our 

children every day. Let’s all find ways to appreciate in big and small ways those who change our 

children’s lives. Also, upcoming, I hope you’ll all also mark your calendar for the upcoming PTO picnic on 

May 24th. This event is at 6 pm and we’ll have food for anyone who shows up. Help us celebrate 

another successful school year and our work together!! Stay tuned for further details as it nears.  

Finally, this is the last time I’ll have a note in the monthly newsletter as President of the Putnam Heights 

PTO organization. I stepped into this role knowing no one or anything about Putnam – just knowing that 

I wanted the transition to a new school to go as well as it could for my kids. I can’t thank you all enough 

for welcoming me, teaching me, and guiding me and my family through this transition year. I hope that 

my service has, in some way, helped your family this year too. I will always be grateful for the people 

and community that is Putnam Heights Elementary. I may no longer be serving as President, but you’ll 

definitely see me around next year. This PTO organization has much to be proud of and I can’t wait to 

continue to be a part!  

Humbly, 

Julia Diggins  

From your Partnership Coordinator  

 

3 - Erin Anderson, Partnership Coordinator 

We will be having a Putnam Family Kubb Night on Wednesday May 16 from 6-7pm outside on the 

Putnam fields. Rain date is Wednesday May 23. Kubb is a Nordic lawn game that can be enjoyed by 

people of all ages. It is a great way to connect with other families as well. Here is a short rules video that 

does a great job explaining the game http://www.usakubb.org/rules.php 2.  We will have people there 

                                                           
2http://www.usakubb.org/rules.php 

http://www.usakubb.org/rules.php


to teach families as well so all beginners are welcome. No reservations or signup needed, just come if 

you can. 

 

 

Need help with school supplies for 2018-19 school year?  Putnam Heights has partnered with HSHS 

Sacred Heart Volunteer Partners to be able to offer backpacks and school supplies to students who will 

need them for the 2018-2019 school year.  Each backpack will be filled with school supplies needed for 

their grade level.  We will distribute the backpacks filled with school supplies at our Backpack Event in 

August.  Staff from Putnam Heights will be in touch over the summer to share school supply distribution 

plans with your family. If you would like your child to be added to the list, please contact Erin Anderson 

at 715-852-4207 or eanderson@ecasd.us3 or return the form that has gone home.   

                                                           
3mailto:eanderson@ecasd.us 
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School Nurse News 

 

4 - Beth Passint, School Nurse  

May is Asthma Awareness Month 

Asthma is a lung condition that causes difficulty breathing, and it's common among kids and teens. 

Symptoms include coughing, wheezing, and shortness of breath. Anyone can have asthma, even infants, 

and the tendency to develop the condition is often inherited.   

Environmental Factors:  Indoor and outdoor environmental factors can trigger asthma attacks. 

Common triggers include: 

 allergens, including microscopic dust mites present in house dust, carpets, and pillows; animal dander 

and saliva; pollens and grasses; molds; foods; medications; and cockroaches 

 viral infections, including the common cold and the flu irritants, including smoke, air fresheners, 

aerosols, paint fumes, hair spray, and perfumes 

 exercise 

 breathing in cold air 

 weather changes  

Asthma Can be Controlled: 

With a plan that includes medical treatment and control of environmental triggers, people with asthma 

can lead healthy, active lives.  A medication form is required if your child has an inhaler at school, even if 

they plan to carry it and use it independently. Please follow the link below to access the district’s 

Medication Management Form. A new form must be completed each school year. In order for your child 

to be able to carry their own inhaler, the physician/licensed prescriber must indicate that on the form. 

http://www.ecasd.us/getattachment/District/Departments/School-Nurses/Medication-Management-

Form-parts-A-and-B-revised-5-13.pdf 

Medication pick-up procedure 



If your child has medication at school, please pick up this medication on the last day of school. 

Medications can be collected in the main office. There will be a medication pick-up form to sign at the 

time that the medication is taken.  As stated in the ECASD “Guidelines for Administration of Medication 

to Students” Policy/Rule, any medications not picked up by this date will be disposed of through 

approved means. This includes all prescription and non-prescription medications (including epi-pens, 

glucagon, rectal diastat, oral seizure medication, and inhalers).  If your child will need to have 

medication at school during the 2018-19 school year, please complete a medication management form 

and return it to your child’s School Nurse or principal before the start of the school year. Forms and 

medication information can be downloaded from the School Nurse’s webpage: 

http://www.ecasd.us/District/Departments/School-Nurses4 

RCU School Sense 

 

 

Saving Money is a Year-Round Activity! Spring is here!  May is an exciting time at school and at home 

with outdoor sports, games and field trips.  Through all of the busy times, the Royal Credit Union School 

$ense team encourages students and families to continue to find time to save.   Putnam Heights School 

$ense had a great year with some very dedicated savers!  The last day to save at school before summer 

break is on Thursday May 10th. However, don’t take a vacation from your great habit of saving money – 

keep up the good work!  Royal student savers can deposit at any Royal office at any time, and they can 

even continue to earn stamps on their Super Saver Card.  

Looking for more ways for kids to develop money sense over summer vacation?  Camp ES3 is a free 

financial literacy camp that educates children ages 8-10 on the key concepts of Earning, Saving, Sharing, 

and Spending.  The fun hands-on activities, financial literacy games and a tour of Royal Credit Union are 

facilitated by the Royal School $ense team.Camp ES3 will be held at Royal’s Moholt office in Eau Claire 

on Tuesday, June 19 from 9:30-Noon.  This event is open to the public, and preregistration is 

required.  For more information and to register today, visit rcu.org/CampES3.Royal Credit Union and 

your school have partnered to make saving each week fun and easy for your child.  We welcome your 
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questions about Royal School $ense and how you can get your child started saving at school.  Please 

contact me at:  

Emily Hanson 

emily.hanson@rcu.org 

715-855-5403 
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