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Principal's Message  

 

1 - Kim Koller, Principal  

The Home Stretch     

March marks an important date on the elementary school calendar.   As we flip the calendar to March, 

we mark the beginning of the third, and final, trimester of the school year.   While many celebrate that 

this brings us one month closer to summer vacation and fun with family and friends, for teachers and 

students it also marks the “Home Stretch.”  



For the entire school year we’ve been working to help each student meet his/her individual learning 

goals in reading and math.  As students head into the Home Stretch they often realize two things:   Their 

goals are within reach and they’ve been working very hard for a very long time.   As teachers, this is the 

time of year where we need to recognize students effort and remind them that when we really want 

something badly enough, we have to work hard to get it.   

In order to emphasize the importance of effort, staff at Putnam Heights try to help students understand 

that having their own learning goals is more important than comparing themselves to others.   We also 

want students to know that although it feels good when people around us recognize our hard work, we 

can also work hard just for ourselves.   In fact, sometimes that’s even more rewarding! 

As we head into the last trimester of the school year, the lessons we learn about hard work, 

perseverance, overcoming great odds are not just educational lessons.  These are life lessons that we 

can draw from over and over again.  It’s part of our mission to prepare all Panthers for post-secondary 

success. 

 

Kim Koller - Principal 

Celebrating our Partnerships  

 

Our Putnam students used their artistic abilities to make valentines for us to share with residents of Our 

House Memory Care and also our Putnam Community Partners.    We appreciate all the people and 

community organizations that help support Putnam Heights all year round so we wanted to send a little 

love their way. 



Counselor's Corner  

 

2 - Drew Brandenburg, School Counselor  

 PBIS - The trend is going down, and that’s a good thing! 

 

A recent glance at Putnam’s school-wide behavior data shows a downward trend, and that’s good thing! 

The downward trend in undesirable behaviors is evidence of the hard work and energy from staff, 

students and families. Spending time making sure students understand what is expected, giving them 

opportunities to practice and acknowledging their efforts is what PBIS is all about. It’s a formula that 

works in almost every setting, school, community, the workplace and even our homes. The bottom line, 

when expectations are clear and consistent, people tend to be more successful. 

Drew Brandenburg – School Counselor .  

Messages from PTO  

February was a busy month for Putnam students, staff and families! A big shout out to all who made the 

school play, the science fair, the Lunch the Learn, Valentine's Day parties, and Parent/Teacher 

Conferences a huge success! We sure fit a lot into a short month.  

There will be no time to slow down in March, either. Do not forget: 

-The Spring Scholastic book fair, taking place March 5th-9th 

-Donuts for Dads on Friday, March 9th from 7:30-9:00 am 

-Classroom Parents Meeting, March 15th at 5:30 

-PTO meeting, March 15th at 6 pm 

-SPRING BREAK March 19th-March 23rd 

  



I am consistently, constantly, and confidently amazed at the good work happening at Putnam Heights 

Elementary school. I'm so glad I get to be a small part of watching students learn, staff go above and 

beyond, and families become involved. Keep MARCHing on Putnam!!  

Thanks, as always, for all you do!   Julia Diggins- PTO President 

From your Partnership Coordinator  

 

3 - Erin Anderson, Partnership Coordinator 

UWEC Blugold Beginnings will be offering their Spring Robotics club for 2nd and 3rd grade students on 

April 9th - 13th.  Families of 2nd and 3rd grade students should watch for forms to be coming home this 

week.  Space is limited to 25 students, so please return registration forms as soon as possible. 

 

We are still hoping for more families to participate in our Multicultural Fair.  If  you have lost your form 

and need a new one, please let me know.  We are still very open to adding more participants.  

Remember, families do not need to represent their own culture, but can choose a culture your family is 

interested in to share with other families at the Multicultural Fair.  Please let me know if you have any 

questions. 



School Nurse News 

 

4 - Beth Passint, School Nurse / Enfermera/tus nurse  

How Much Sleep Do I Need? 

Although there is no 'magic number' as individual sleep needs vary, the CDC recommends1 that people 

time their sleep requirements according to the following chart.  These estimates should put you in a 

ballpark range of whether or not you're getting enough sleep. 

http://www.policymic.com/articles/87653/here-s-a-surprising-look-at-what-sleep-deprivation-does-to-

your-body?utm_source=policymicFB&utm_medium=main&utm_campaign=social  

 

RCU School Sense 

 

                                                           
1http://www.cdc.gov/sleep/about_sleep/how_much_sleep.htm 

http://www.policymic.com/articles/87653/here-s-a-surprising-look-at-what-sleep-deprivation-does-to-your-body?utm_source=policymicFB&utm_medium=main&utm_campaign=social
http://www.policymic.com/articles/87653/here-s-a-surprising-look-at-what-sleep-deprivation-does-to-your-body?utm_source=policymicFB&utm_medium=main&utm_campaign=social
http://www.cdc.gov/sleep/about_sleep/how_much_sleep.htm


 

March 2018 

The Royal Credit Union School $ense team is excited for the fun March brings! We are so happy to see 

all the great saving each week at Putnam Heights that we will be rewarding savers with another DOUBLE 

STAMP DAY on Thursday March 15th!  Student savers will receive two stamps this day, helping them 

earn fun prizes more quickly while they reach their saving goals! With Spring Break on it’s way, don’t 

spend your time looking for a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow! Check out these interactive, fun 

(and educational!) money games on the following website to help your children learn about money 

instead of waiting for “good luck” to bring them riches:  http://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/play 2 

1.  Peter Pig’s Money Counter (Ages 5-8)  Kids practice identifying, counting and saving money while 

learning fun facts about U.S. currency, then can take a trip to the virtual store to buy accessories within 

budget and dress up Peter Pig in fun scenes  

2.  Money Metropolis (Ages 7-12)  Children make life decisions that will affect whether their virtual bank 

accounts shrink or grow. Completing tasks like raking leaves, mowing lawns and babysitting adds money 

to their virtual accounts that can be saved or spent in the virtual store. 

3.  Road Trip to Savings (Ages 8-15)   Meet the challenges of four weeks on the road as you steer your 

way to financial stability. Players make decisions about income, expenses and savings. Don’t let your gas 

or insurance run out, or you’ll be stranded and the game will be over. 

The Putnam Heights Royal School $ense is open Thursday during lunch to help your child develop good 

saving habits.  If you have any questions about the Royal Credit Union School $ense program, please 

contact:  

Emily Hanson 

emily.hanson@rcu.org 

715-855-5403 

                                                           
2http://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/play 
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