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Northstar will be hosting virtual Fall Family Conferences on the following  

dates and times: 

 

                               Tuesday, November 17 from 3:15 – 7:15 p.m. 

                           and 

                  Monday, November 23 from 7:30 am – 4:00 p.m. 

                 A lunch break is scheduled from 11:00 – 11:30 am. 

 

 

Families are invited to schedule a conference using the information that was provided in 

emails on Thursday, October 29 (from Tim Skutley) and Friday, October 30 (from classroom 

teachers).  Our staff will be holding conferences using two formats – Microsoft Teams video 

conferences OR via the telephone.  Conferences with each teacher will be 10 minutes in 

length.  During the process of signing-up, your family can determine which format will work 

best for you.  You will also have the opportunity to provide your most up-to-date contact in-

formation for reaching you on conference day.   

 

We are excited for this opportunity to discuss your child’s progress, answer questions, and 

set goals.  Fall Conferences are set aside as a formal time for families and staff to converse, 

however, please know that staff are available throughout the year to answer questions and 

help your family.  This year, our staff are available on Wednesday afternoons from 1:30-3:30 

each week to work with students and connect with families. 

 

We look forward to partnering with your family at Fall Conferences and throughout the 

school year! 

 

Go Polars, 

 

 

 

 

Tim Skutley 

Principal 

 



 

Saturday, November 7, 2020           10 am—3 pm 

Indoor Sports Center (Soccer Park parking lot) 

3456 Craig Road, Eau Claire 

Print, fill out, and bring the consent form with you. 

Find it here: http://bit.ly/FluShotEC  

Wear a sleeveless shirt.  

STUDENT SERVICES 
Ms. Jennifer Schilling    715-852-5103 
Student Services Secretary            jschilling@ecasd.us  
       
Ms. Jenni Berg     715-852-5119 
School Counselor  A-J                               jberg@ecasd.us 
   
Ms. Lisa Sproul    715-852-5118 
School Counselor  K-Z                           lsproul@ecasd.us  
 
Ms. Oceana David-Weber    715-852-4672 
School Psychologist                   odavidweber@ecasd.us                                                         

6th Grade Meet & Greet Conferences—As mentioned in the back-to-school newsletter, individ-
ual meet and greet conferences are now taking place with all 6th grade students.  The focus of 
the conference is based on the Wisconsin School Counseling Standards, which include the fol-
lowing topics: Academics, Personal/Social, and Career Development.  Students will also have an 
opportunity to ask questions, as well as learn about resources and activities available at 
Northstar.   

Registration—Looking ahead…January 2021 will mark the start of next year’s registration pro-
cess.  Counselors will be reviewing the course selection/registration process with students virtu-
ally and/or during the school day starting the first week of January, so please mark your calen-
dars and ask your student about their class selection/registration during that time. Topics to be 
covered: Things to consider when planning your future, Xello (free electronic career/education 
tool), and preview of high school course selection/registration process. 

Academic and Career Planning Seminar (8th grade parents/guardians) - Virtual Academic 
Career Planning Seminar will be uploaded to the Northstar website by Friday, November 20th.  
This is an important step in preparing for your child’s successful transition to high school.  Our 
goal is to provide you and child with the necessary information to link your child’s academics to 
their future education and career goals. Parents/Guardians and students are encouraged to view 
the seminar together. 

Upward Bound (8th grade parents/guardians) - Representatives from the Upward Bound pro-

gram are preparing a virtual presentation for all students to learn about this federally funded pro-

gram. This program helps students prepare for educational and career training opportunities af-

ter high school and provides access to post-secondary opportunities free of charge to students.  

Further details will be sent to students via email.  You can preview information about the pro-

gram at the website below. 
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*Tuesday, November 3rd*  

*Tuesday, December 1* 

******** 

Pinehurst Dairy Queen 

5-10 PM 

  From Our Partnership Coordinator ~ Jenn Junker    

Northstar is truly a special place. It is filled with students 

and adults who care and support one another in a way that 

is second to none! From teachers and education assistants 

who develop meaningful connections with students via vir-

tual pathways; to office administrators and staff who  gra-

ciously navigate constant challenges in day to day learning; 

from custodians who tirelessly clean  to ensure our school is 

safe; to food and nutrition staff who diligently prepare 

healthy and safe meals for our students; from parents who, 

though can’t volunteer in traditional ways, give of their 

time through serving on virtual committees, attending PTSA 

and Family Advisory Council meetings or supporting 

Northstar fundraisers; to students who care for one another 

by respecting social distancing, wearing their masks, and 

showing GREAT resiliency by “showing up” with positive 

attitudes, ready to work and ready to learn in ways that 

have never been asked before. Northstar students, staff, 

and families continue to impress. #Polar Pride!  

ATTENTION: Cohort C Families 
   We want you to know we miss seeing you in person and can’t wait 
for the time when we are all back together learning in the same build-
ing! There is nothing better than hearing your voices and seeing your 
faces during virtual classes.  
 We want to stay connected, and we want you to feel connected! 
Help us to do just that by sending in your virtual anecdotes and photos 
of you learning from home. We’d love to all hear about YOU and share 
your experiences with our Northstar family. Send photos, stories, and 
positive experiences to Jenn Junker at jjunker@ecasd.us. You just might 
be featured in an upcoming Northstar Weekly Newsletter! 
 Check out the new tab on the district webpage for current Virtual 
Learning information: http://ecasd.us/District/Cohort-C-Virtual-Learning-
Information 
You will find information such as virtual learning administrator contacts, 
material pick-up information, newsletter specifically designed for virtual 
families, and more. 

Northstar Staff 

“Shout-Out” Wall 

Needs Your Help! 

Northstar teachers and staff are 

the best and we want them to know it! Help us 

shine a positive light on all the stellar things teach-

ers and staff are doing this year and in years past.   

Have a positive Northstar story you’d like to share? 

Willing to say a few words of thanks to a teacher or 

staff member? Big or small, such positive stories 

and words of encouragement are needed and ap-

preciated now more than ever!  

Send in your Northstar story and we will print it off, 

blow it up, and post it on our new Northstar Staff 

Shout Out Wall for all staff to see and be encour-

aged daily. We will take photos and share the wall 

with YOU as the wall develops each month in The 

Northstar Weekly newsletter! Get writing! This is 

going to be so much fun! (send to Jenn Junker at 

jjunker@ecasd.us) 

 

 

Free Breakfast and Lunch Extended through June 2021! 

Thanks to the USDA, FREE breakfast and lunch for children under 18 living 
in the ECASD has been extended for the remainder of the school year! 
That means free meals everyday through June 2021! Be sure to take ad-
vantage of this fantastic program. Not hungry for breakfast upon arriving 
at school? Encourage your student to grab a breakfast in the cafeteria 
and eat later as a snack! 

School Spirit Tastes  
Great at Chipotle!  

 
Chipotle (4738 Golf Road) 
 **Tuesday, December 8th  ~  4:00 pm - 8:00 pm** 
 - 33% of proceeds support Northstar 
 - We need a minimum of $150 in sales from 4 – 8pm to receive a  
donation. 
 - Bring in the flyer (students will receive), show it on your smartphone or 
tell the cashier you’re supporting Northstar PTSA. 
 - We need everyone’s support! Help us spread the word and help us sup-
port Northstar! 
 - Use code GL9HG6X before checkout in ‘promo’ field. Orders placed on 
Chipotle.com or through the Chipotle app for pickup using this unique 
code will be counted towards the fundraiser. 

Make dinner a selfless act by join-
ing us for a fundraiser to support 

Northstar PTSA. 

It’s Not too Late to Get Involved 

with Northstar PTSA 
Use the link below to complete membership 

form and return to main office  

2020-2021-PTSA-MEMBERSHIP-FORM  

mailto:jjunker@ecasd.us
http://ecasd.us/District/Cohort-C-Virtual-Learning-Information
http://ecasd.us/District/Cohort-C-Virtual-Learning-Information
mailto:jjunker@ecasd.us
https://www.ecasd.us/ECASD/media/Northstar-Middle-School/2020-2021-PTSA-MEMBERSHIP-FORM.pdf


Nov 2  7:00   ECASD Board Meeting (virtual)  
Nov 3  10:30-1:20   Lifetouch Picture Retakes  
    (Cohort A & C)   
  5:00-10:00 pm Dairy Queen Fundraiser (Pinehurst)     
    
Nov 6  10:30-1:20   Lifetouch Picture Retakes  
    (Cohort B & C)         
  After School Rec Activities Session Ends 
Nov 16 7:00   ECASD Board Meeting (virtual)  
Nov 17 3:15-7:15   Family/Teacher Conferences (virtual)   
Nov 23 No School—Family/Teacher Conferences (virtual)  
Nov 24-27 Thanksgiving Break 
Nov 30 Winter Session I After School Rec Activities begin  
 
Dec 1  5:00-10:00 pm Dairy Queen Fundraiser (Pinehurst) 
Dec 7  7:00    ECASD Board Meeting (virtual)   
Dec 8  4-8 pm   Chipotle Fundraiser  
Dec 18 Winter Session I After School Rec Activities end 
Dec 21 7:00    ECASD Board Meeting (virtual)   
 
    *WINTER BREAK* 
   Wednesday, Dec 23 through  
     Sunday, January 3 

 
Jan 4   School Begins 
  7:00   ECASD Board Meeting (virtual)   
Jan 15  End of 2nd Quarter 

QUARTER 2 DATES TO REMEMBER  

Hope Gospel Mission’s 

Thanksgiving Day 
Community Dinner 

DRIVE-THROUGH and TAKE-OUT 

ONLY 

November 26, 2020 

11:30 am -1:30 pm 

2650 Mercantile Drive,  

Eau Claire 

Winter & Holiday Help  
This is the season for thanks and celebration in 

many homes. It is also the season of increased 

heating and clothing expenses. Click below for 

more information on helpful programs  

in Eau Claire County 

Winter and Holiday Help 

or go to https://www.ecasd.us/Northstar-Middle-

School/News/Winter-and-Holiday-Help. 

Every organization has limited resources, so 

please make note of the sign-up dates and 

bring any necessary information to complete 

the application process.  

 

https://www.ecasd.us/ECASD/media/Northstar-Middle-School/Holiday-Help-letter-2020-2021.pdf

