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 GOVERNANCE BOARD

NEWSLETTER 
Governance Board Members Attend Conference
Anna Rybicki, Governance Board President

On April 19-20, I had the opportunity to attend the Innovative School Network’s 

National Conference on Educational Innovation in the Wisconsin Dells. The 

conference brought together hundreds of teachers, administrators, school 

developers, governance board members, and other experts who are passionate 

about educating children in non-traditional ways. Also representing CVMCS 

at the conference were Principal Todd Johnson and Governance Board Vice 

President Elizabeth Harder.

It was fantastic to be together with charter school staff and volunteers from 

around the state. I met other governance board members--some who had been 

at it a while like us, others who were just starting out overseeing newly created 

schools. There were school board members from a variety of districts who were 

interested in adding to charter school offerings in their communities. And there 

were many charter school administrators and teachers who were there sharing 

what was working and learning how to address challenges in their schools.

One hot topic was the charter development award Wisconsin received from the 

federal government recently. Over the next five years, the federal government will 

award $95 million to Wisconsin to create new public charter schools and replicate 

and expand existing high quality public charter schools in the state. For details, 

see https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/charter-schools/grants

The grant funds will also be used to create a new office, the Wisconsin Resource 

Center for Charter Schools. The center’s director, Sarah Hackett, gave an 

introduction to the office that was tailored for governance board members. She 

explained how the plan was to offer training and other resources to Wisconsin 

public charter schools on authorizing, operating, governing, and improving 

charter schools and heard from us on what types of assistance we would find 

helpful in our schools. It was exciting to hear how Wisconsin is developing this 

resource center--I expect that having a “hub” for networking and training charter 

school board and staff will be positive step forward in creating a more healthy 

and hospitable environment for charter schools in Wisconsin and that our 

Governance Board at CVMCS will benefit from this new resource.

LIBRARY SPOTLIGHT
Ms. Dana is one of our media 
specialists in the library. She splits 
time between our school and 
Locust Lane Elementary. She 
works primarily with Children’s 
House and E2 students.

In Children’s House, she works 
on different skills at each age 
level. She is currently reading The 
Boxcar Children aloud to the 5 
year olds week by week. She helps 
children develop skills of recalling 
and retelling stories and predicting 
and inferring what might happen 
next. The 4 year olds also have 
story time every week and are 
working on developing basic 
library and listening skills. She is 
currently reading interactive books 
by Herve Tullet, where the kids can 
predict what will happen next. 

In E2, she goes into the 
classrooms to help where needed 
on their monthly reading projects 
or writing assignments. She helps 
students find 
appealing books 
for each monthly 
genre project and 
teaches mini-
lessons on mood, 
tone, and concise 
writing, among 
other things.  Ms. Dana



National Montessori Conference
Ms. Maddy, E2 teacher, recently attended the National Montessori Conference 
in Denver, Colorado. This experience was an incredible way to learn from other 

teachers and Montessori schools around the nation. One of the events that 
had the biggest impact on her philosophy and future teaching was a discussion 
about the importance of the partnership between a Montessori school and its 
community. This encouraged her to seek out more external resources to bring 
into the classroom as well as inviting in those who are curious about what we 

do at our school. Our school is a special place where we have the ability to 
foster student learning through discussions, collaboration, and leadership. The 
conference was a valuable opportunity to represent our school by sharing and 

growing the mission of CVMCS.

Tower Garden
Our school has tower gardens 
in the classrooms of Ms. Jen 

(E1) and Ms. Melissa (E2). These 
indoor gardens provide a year-

round growing opportunity 
and lets kids see plants and 

food grown from seed to 
fruition. Parent volunteers help 

maintain these gardens.

Eau Claire Marathon
May 6th

Congratulations to our teachers 
who took part in the Eau Claire 

Marathon: Ms. Melissa/Ms. 
Jenny - full marathon
Mr. Kurt/Mr. Kirk - half 

marathon, Ms. Pam/Ms. Sally 
- Relay

Third Grade Field Trip
April 5th

Third graders took a field 
trip to the Chippewa Valley 
Museum. Students broke 

into smaller groups and took 
guided tours of several areas 

of the museum.

Enrichment Classes
March and April

Generous volunteers taught 
free classes after school in 

subjects like Fly Tying (for Fly 
Fishing), Knitting, Exploring 

Poetry, and Microbits.
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APRIL/MAY MEETING 
HIGHLIGHTS
• New board members elected; 

two new community members: 
Lydia Boerboom and Rebecca 
Brustad 

• New parent representative: 
Shannon Paulus and new 
teacher representative: Pam 
Hermodson

• Community engagement 
committee planned and hosted 
a brainstorming session with 
teachers on how to connect and 
develop connections with the 
Classroom to Community

• Completed Principal, Staff and 
Board self evaluations

• Identity Committee working on 
solidifying school’s core values

• Reviewed 2018-2019 budget
• Mr. Todd reported on the 

Montessori Principals meeting

UPCOMING EVENTS
• May 24 - Film Festival 6pm, 

Micon Cinema Chippewa Falls

• May 25 - Culture Fest, 1:15 PM - 
2:45 PM, E1/E2 Classrooms

• May 28 - No School

• June 7 - Last Day of School

SAVE THE DATE!
PARENT TECHNOLOGY TAKEOVER

Wednesday, May 23rd 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. at 
Altoona Elementary School

Peace Church is combining efforts 
with Altoona schools to host a “Parent 

Technology Takeover” for parents of 
ALL elementary through high school 

students. The event hopes to give 
parents a chance to connect, dialogue, 

become aware and learn how to 
help with issues their kids face with 
technology/smartphones. RSVP:  

www.altoona.k12.wi.us/tech-takeover.cfm

FALL PARENT EDUCATION 

Over the course of two Tuesday 
evenings we’ll look at relevant 

Montessori topics. 

October 2, 2018 - 6:30-8pm

October 16, 2018 - 6:30-8pm

Topics are still being developed but we 
plan to discuss using screens at home 
and at school and addressing learning 

styles.


