
 

April 23, 2020 

Hello Mustang Families, 

 

I hope you’re finding ways to manage all the adjustments we’re facing in our world. I found that 

I let myself fall into a lack of routine because I didn’t know what was around the corner. While 

the news of the school year ending with At-Home Learning was not what I wanted, I’ve realized 

that it’s out of my control and I need to make a new routine. This week I made more scheduled 

plans for how working from home will look, and I also scheduled important things that I was 

leaving out of my usual home/family routine. I know that my more positive and purposeful 

thoughts are going to help me adjust to the continuous changes we face as we move through 

this challenging time.  

 

Many of you have shared your feelings and the challenges your families are facing. While we 

keep hearing “we’re all in this together,” I know that we’re all facing different obstacles. Please 

continue to reach out to me if you find your family struggling with resources. In addition to 

helping with academic resources, we can also guide you to other means of assistance in the 

ECASD or within the community.  

 

Several families have asked how we plan to score the learning activities you’re doing at home. 

We won’t be scoring/grading those things. Our goals for your children during all of this include 

retaining what they’ve already experienced, building fluency, having routines and structure, 

and keeping minds and bodies healthy. We know going into next year we’ll be doing things 

differently because of all of this, and we’ll pick up the pieces then that might be lost because of 

time out of the classroom. Please just keep following the plans we post the best you can.  

 

Families are also asking, “What will the next several weeks look like? Will you be doing any virtual 

classroom learning?” In first grade we have no plans for virtual learning via video conferencing 

apps such as Zoom. Our plans will be similar to what was posted this week. We’ve never taught 

like this before, and it’s a new experience for all of us. We’ll likely tweak those lessons each 

week as we learn more. Again, we appreciate your patience and flexibility, especially with the 

technology glitches! We’ve developed quite a love/hate relationship with technology over the 

past month!  

 

One thing we hope to start is a weekly phone call with your child if that’s something you would 

like. We know that not all families want or need this, so we’re asking you to reach out to us to let 

us know if your child would like a weekly call. It will be brief, between 5 and 10 minutes. Please 

send me an email with times of day that work best (morning, afternoon, or early evening; I 

won’t be available to make calls past 5:30 pm). Also let me know the best number to call. I’ll be 

using an app on my iPad that will display my phone extension from school, so you’ll see  

715-852-3923 on your phone display when I call (I think).  

 

Finally, I’d like to ask those of you who haven’t replied in a few weeks to please drop me a 

quick email just to let me know you are (or are not) able to access the information that’s posted 

on the Manz At-Home Learning page. I miss all of your children so much and would love to hear 

how they’re doing.  

 

Enjoy the warm weather this weekend! 

 

Mrs. Bauer 


