
Dear First Grade Families, 
As someone who thrives with routine and structure, I find myself struggling, and I wonder if you are 
also. We seem to get an idea of a routine and then, due only to the circumstances and the time we’re in, 
our routine changes and structure goes out the window. I know that first graders also rely on that 
routine to guide them, so your patience and flexibility – and your child’s – is greatly appreciated. 
  
The ECASD Teaching and Learning Department and teams of teachers met virtually this week to 
determine how we can foster learning and help create a better structure for learning for students. This 
will take a bit more time, as we’re all working from makeshift offices and desks in our homes without 
our usual resources and materials in front of us. Add on the length of time it takes to communicate via 
video, text, and email, and we’re a little out of our element. Again, your patience is appreciated. 
  
Our plan for next week will look similar to what we sent out this week with supplemental resources. 
Beginning April 20th, we’ll have a schedule that will include more specific learning targets and lengths of 
times that would be appropriate to spend on that specific area each day. Many families are asking when 
we’ll be returning to school. That is the million dollar question, and I also wonder that daily. It’s all in the 
hands of the local, state, and federal departments to determine.   
  
I’m loving the notes, pictures, and videos that you’re sending. My heart aches every day that I’m not in 
the classroom seeing your children. I read an interesting letter that was written by Kelsey Irwin, a 
teacher in Missouri, I believe. She said we spend September through December just getting to know our 
students. In January and February we need time to settle back in after the winter breaks and the 
necessary assessments. The time we have with your children from March through May is “golden.” She 
likens it to family time. I miss the community of our classroom, where we did feel a strong sense of 
family. Please, continue to send me notes, pictures, and videos. I’ll be getting out my notebook and 
writing back to students this afternoon. 
  
As always, please reach out if I can help in any way with academics or accessing resources (school or 
community related). I’m also enjoying the connections I’m making with many of you that I might not 
have otherwise made in different circumstances. Thank you for all you’re doing at home. 
  
Monica 
  
P.S. We have a third eaglet in the nest. My grandson is also watching from home and called to talk with 
me about all the “dinner options” in the nest.  
 


