
Dear ECASD Families, 
  
On September 1, the Eau Claire City-County Health Department (ECCCHD) released new guidance 
regarding sports considered to be high risk due to the close contact that is involved. These sports were 
determined by the WIAA this summer to include football, soccer, and volleyball. You can view the new 
guidance HERE. 
  
Although the guidance provides some clarity about how to reduce the considerable risk of these high-
risk sports, the order itself was unchanged and these close contact activities are strongly discouraged. 
Community spread of COVID-19 remains a considerable concern. The changes are not substantial 
enough to lead to a shift in the school district's approach to fall athletics. 
  
The county's health order mandating six feet of distancing for student-athletes participating in these 
high-risk sports remains intact. However, the ECCCHD provided recommendations when COVID-19 
affects a team or sport. For example, if any high-risk sport team’s participant or coach tests positive for 
COVID-19 and they were present at a practice or game when infectious, there will be a mandatory two-
week quarantine during which no practices, games, or matches may take place. In this situation, all 
participants on the team, including coaches/teachers, would be considered a close contact and must 
quarantine for 14 days. They would not be allowed at school or to leave their home for any reason 
except medical appointments. Having an entire team of students and coaches/teachers quarantined for 
two weeks would be devastating to our entire school district, affecting far more people than the 
members of the team alone. 
  
ECASD administration has carefully reviewed the new guidance and have decided to continue our 
postponement of all fall sports seasons until the spring. Moving forward with athletics, especially those 
deemed high risk, would unnecessarily risk the health of our students and coaches and negatively 
impact the health of other students and staff in our buildings. Moving forward with sports now would 
also jeopardize our ability to have winter and new spring seasons if an outbreak were to occur, while 
potentially affecting the operations of entire schools. 
  
As you know, we will use a hybrid model to start the school year, with students divided into cohorts to 
limit the number of people with whom they have contact on a daily basis. If students were also taking 
part in athletics, it would negate the mitigation strategy that cohorts provide.  
  
We remain committed to a full, successful, and competitive season through our alternate season WIAA 
model and are preparing for the upcoming sports seasons. Even more importantly, we are focused on a 
safe start of the school year and keeping students and staff as healthy as possible. 
  
Thank you for your attention to this communication and for your understanding. We look forward to the 
start of the school year with your children. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mike Johnson 
Superintendent 
 

http://ecasd.us/getmedia/bd457ced-e512-446b-9b7d-e8ddc7617f88/High-Risk-Sports-Recommendations-09012020.pdf

