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Content Standards Strand (Letter): 
D. THE LEARNING COMMUNITY 
 
Content Standard 
Students in Wisconsin will demonstrate the ability to work collaboratively in teams or groups, use information and technology in a 
responsible manner, respect intellectual property rights, and recognize the importance of intellectual freedom and access to 
information in a democratic society. 
 
Rationale:  
 
As a member of a community of learners, each individual's actions impact all members of that community. The workplace in the 21st 
century will be a collaborative environment requiring a high level of communication, problem-solving, and teamwork skills. The 
concept of the larger learning community suggests that all of us—students, teachers, administrators, parents, and other citizens—
are interconnected in a lifelong quest to understand and meet our constantly changing information needs. The new learning 
community is not limited by time, place, age, occupation, or individual fields of study. Rather, this community is linked by mutual 
respect for the opinions and work of others; by interests and needs; by open and equitable access to information; and by a continually 
expanding and improving global telecommunications network. 

 
Performance Standards Course 

Phase I 
Course 
Phase II Learning Targets Assessment  

Type(s) 

 
Participate productively in workgroups or other collaborative learning environments  

collaborate with others to design and develop 
information products and solutions  

English 11 
(Group 

Discussion) 
 

   

incorporate effective group processes and 
shared decision-making in project development 

English 11 
(Group 

Discussion) 
   

specify and detail workgroup goals and 
individual and subgroup responsibilities  

English 11 
(Group 

Discussion) 
   

ITLS 
D.12.1 
 
LA 
C.12.3 
 
 

finalize workgroup strategies, resources, 
budget, and timeline 

English 11 
(Group 

Discussion) 
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allocate time for a project based on an 
inventory of the responsibilities of workgroup 
members  

English 11 
(Group 

Discussion) 
   

complete specific projects within a timeline and 
budget 

English 11 
(Group 

Discussion) 
   

 

critique completed projects and workgroup 
processes for future improvement 

English 11 
(Group 

Discussion) 
   

 
Use information, media, and technology in a responsible manner 
return all borrowed materials on time 

 
School policy 

Financial 
Secretary 

  

assess the need for different information 
policies and user agreements in a variety of 
settings (e.g., private employer, university, 
government agency) 

    

demonstrate use of the Internet and other 
resources consistent with acceptable use 
policies   

School policy 
Technology 

Coordinator is 
responsible 

for this. 

  

recognize that using media or technology to 
defame, libel, or misrepresent another person 
or group constitutes unacceptable behavior 

English 10 
(Media Unit)    

identify and define consequences of violations 
to the school's policies on media and 
technology use     

ITLS 
D.12.2 
 
 

recognize the need for privacy of certain data 
files or documents  
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Respect intellectual property rights 
explain the difference between copyright and 
copyright registration  Research   

explain why "fair use" is permitted for 
educational purposes but not in "for profit" 
situations  

 

Technology, 
graphic arts, 
multimedia 

presentation 
that goes 

beyond the 
classroom, 
using video 

clips  

  

distinguish among freeware, shareware, and 
commercial software  Network 

issue   

recognize the legal consequences of plagiarism 
and the need for personal authenticity in their 
work 

English 11    

explain conditions under which permission 
must be obtained for the use of copyrighted 
materials      

ITLS 
D.12.3 

describe how to correspond with authors, 
publishers, or producers to obtain permission to 
use copyrighted materials in their work  

Web 
publishing, 
21st century, 

music 

  

 
Recognize the importance of intellectual freedom and access to information in a democratic society 
summarize how the basic principles of 
democracy relate to intellectual freedom  Civics    

distinguish between intellectual freedom as it 
relates to children versus adults Civics    

investigate a specific censorship situation (e.g., 
challenge to a book or magazine in a local 
library) 

Civics    

recommend strategies for ensuring that others 
have equitable access to information, media 
resources, and technology 

 Civics   

ITLS 
D.12.4 
 
SS 
C.12.1 

project what conditions might result if 
intellectual freedom were ignored in their own 
community or in the United States   Civics   
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